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In the Lap of

As ultra-luxury residences become ever more prevalent, three
established developers weigh in on what makes a premium
development attractive to today’s buyers. by audrey wong

decade, the demand
for luxury properties has spiralled
upwards and is showing no sign
of slowing down. Despite prices
surging to unprecedented levels –
a condominium in Kuala Lumpur’s
Golden Triangle
averages
a
whopping RM2,000 per sq ft –
upscale properties in the capital city
as well as Penang and Johor Bahru
remain attractive to both local and
foreign investors.
One big reason is because prices
are still lower than neighbouring
countries like Singapore and Hong
Kong. And property developers
are racing against one another to
capture a substantial slice of the
burgeoning demand with a plethora
of luxury offerings.
When it comes to a premium
address, location, while still a vital

in the past

factor, is no longer the only consideration –
buyers tend to look at the overall package these
days.
Fionna Chuah, head of marketing & sales (KL)
of Eastern & Oriental Berhad (E&O), says, “We’re
dealing with a highly-discerning set of clientele,
many of whom are well-travelled. As such, luxury
developments must not only be strategically
located but must also offer a complete lifestyle
package that includes five-star level service and
security.”
She adds, “Luxury developments in Malaysia,
and even in the region, are highly competitive.
It is more important than ever that developers
are innovative and deliver on their promises.
More and more developers are partnering with
lifestyle and luxury hospitality brands to increase
the value of a property. Apart from the physical
aspect, we must give the perception of prestige
as well.”
Chuah cites The Mews serviced apartments,
a joint venture between E&O and Japan’s

largest developer, Mitsui Fudosan
Residential, as an example of an
understated but stylish abode
that also addresses the needs of
today’s urban dwellers. Located on
Jalan Yap Kwan Seng, The Mews
comprises 256 custom-designed
units distributed over 38-storey
twin towers. Designed for ease
and functionality, The Mews offers
ample privacy within a tranquil
residential setting while in close
proximity to the city centre – in fact,
KLCC is a stone’s throw away.
Chuah explains, “Conceptualised
to be a private sanctuary shielded
from the hustle and bustle yet
brilliantly located within the city’s
prime cosmopolitan area, The
Mews is a testament of E&O’s ability
in delivering properties that are
ever cognizant of our customers’
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aspirational needs.”
In recent years, ‘integrated
development’ has been the buzz
term in the property scene.
According to Alan Koh, COO of
Alpine Return Sdn Bhd, a high
value proposition today is usually
a mixed integrated development
with retail space, offices, hotels,
and residences. “People want
comfort and convenience,” says
Koh, who currently oversees the
development of Star Residences.
Also located on Jalan Yap Kwan
Seng, Star Residences will boast
three condominium towers, one of

which will be 57-storey tower, one of the tallest
in the vicinity, with units starting from 625sq ft
in size. “Bigger is not necessary better, especially
in high-rise urban dwellings. While luxury is
traditionally associated with large sizes, this
trend has changed. A smaller unit is ok as long as
the other attributes of luxury living such as high
ceilings, high-quality fittings, premium facilities,
and fibre-optic connectivity are there.”
What is on the outside is important too
– potential luxury homeowners are just as
concerned about their immediate surroundings.
Star Residences aims to address this aspect
with a sleek contemporary architecture with
a stunning metallic aluminium façade, wood
and metal lobbies, colourful artworks, and an

unparalleled 100,000sq ft space
of lifestyle amenities including a
sky park complete with a gourmet
kitchen, hot springs, and even a
sports lounge! “We want to create a
five-star hotel environment,” quips
Koh who made no pretence that the
development is inspired by the hip
W Hotel chain.
Likewise, The Mews is created
with attributes that will resonate
with those seeking sensibility,
functionality, and harmony in their
living spaces. From the expansive
apartment
layout
featuring
generously sized master bedrooms
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and fully-equipped kitchens to
the observation deck and rooftop
terrace, The Mews is set to be a
holistic living space of unparalleled
beauty when it is completed in 2017.
Gamuda Land’s Jade Hills follows
a similar concept. A lush, gated
residential enclave in Kajang, it
boasts three unique precincts,

When it comes to a
premium address,
buyers tend to look
at the overall
package these
days

one of which, The Lakes, is a lowdensity development consisting
of 30 bungalows surrounded by
a network of greenery and lakes
on an undulating landscape, a
veritable countryside living without
sacrificing urban comforts. Once
The Lakes is completed in phases
from September 2014 onwards,
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dwellers can look forward to a
host of luxury offerings within the
homes.
Carol Chung, Jade Hills’ senior
manager of marketing & sales,
says, “The spacious homes with
a build-up of 6,500sq ft are
crafted with a contemporary style
punctuated by a touch of the orient.
Some of the luxury features here
include double volume ceilings,
views of the lake, bedrooms with
private lanais, dedicated lounge
area and a courtyard.”
But unlike The Mews and Star

Residences, Jade Hills is located in the suburbs,
which is in accordance to a rising demand for
luxury dwellings away from the city centre.
Koh affirms, “Luxury developments are
certainly shifting from the heart of Kuala
Lumpur to its fringe. This trend is likely to
continue as land prices continue to move
upwards, including satellite centres namely KL
Sentral.”
In addition, more and more buyers are
investing in better security, as Chuah points out
in a study by Real Estate Housing Developers’
Association. “The assurance of safety is a
universal requirement everywhere. Security is
an important feature that we emphasise right

from the conceptual stage,” she
says, adding that The Mews will be
equipped with a multi-tier security
system with 24-hour CCTV
surveillance.
This is a sentiment echoed by
Chung, “Security is definitely one
of the main points that high-net
worth individuals look out for when
buying a property.”
Ultimately, luxury living is all
about the total package these
days, and the absence of even one
feature can greatly affect its overall
attractiveness.
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